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U of I-Champaign Latino Students to
Sponsor
1st Midwest Student Colloquium
On Puerto Rican Political Prisoners
n Friday, Febuary 5, and Saturday Febuary 6,
the Latino students at the University of Illinois
Champaign/Urbana will sponsorthe 1st Midwest
Colloquium on the Puerto Rican Political Prisoners. The
purpose of this activity is to engage students from various
universities in the Midwest in a serious discussion around
the issue of the Puerto Rican Political Prisoners in the U.S.
prisons, the violation of their human rights, the legal
aspects of their incarceration, as well as the over-all campaign to gain their release.
The program includes speakers, panel discussion, videos as well as workshop. In an age when all over the world
political prisoners are being released, and when the United
Nations has declared the 1990's as the decade to end
colonialism, the United States holds over 100 political
prisoners in its prisons. This year a majoroffensive is being
launched to demand the freedom of the Puerto Rican
Political Prisoners.
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Control Unit Prisons for Illinois?
Editor's note: The following is an excerpt from a document sent to Illinois Task Force on Crime and Corrections by the
Committee to End the Marion lockdown (CEML) datyed Nov. 23, 1992; it anticipates the opening of a maxi-maxi control unit in
Illinois.
On Thursday night, November 19, 1992, during the
course of one of our meetings, our organization, the
Committee to End the
Marion Lockdown, became
aware of the existence and
purpose of the Illinois Task
Force on Crime and Criminal Justice. On Friday, November 20, 1992 we learned
that the Task Force would be
meeting on Monday, November 23 , 1992. We
phoned Ms . Barbara
McDonald to request that we
be allowed to address the
Task Force. She told us that
she could not grant that request but noted that if we
would prepare something in
writing she would have it
distributed to members of
the Task Force. When a
member asked if we could
call Mr. Valukas to try to
obtain permission to address
the Task Force, Ms .
McDonald suggested that instead we call Mr. Barry
Levenstam. We spoke with
Mr. Levenstam at length but
he too was not able to give us
permission to speak. However, like Ms. McDonald, he
suggested that we could submit something to the Task
Force in writing.

It is in this context that
this document is today being
submitted for your consideration. As will become clear
in the pages that follow, we
still expect to make a presentation to the Task Force and
to sponsor other presentations. This document in no
way should be construed as
the sole input that we think
the Task Force should receive from our organization,
or from other organizations
whose work in areas being
examined by the Task Force
is essential.

Control Unit Prisons
We are aware that your
committee is planning to propose the building of a control unit prison or "maximaxi" facility, to be justified
as a solution to the problem
of violence in Illinois prisons. Needless to say the
Committee to End the
Marion Lockdown opposes
such a move. Control units
are as effective in controlling violence as prisons are
in combating crime: that is
to say, not at all. Indeed in
the section of your Interim
Report entitled "Staffing and

Security" you very convincingly identify the true cause
of rising violence in prison:
increased crowding and
double-celling of prisoners.
Thus, you are proposing to
solve a problem caused by
higher and higher rates of
incarceration by imprisoning more people and moreover creating a control unit
that can only have a detrimental effect on those caged
within it.
The former Illinois Director of Corrections ( 19791981 ), Gay le Franzen, a selfdescribed "hard-liner," understood this very well and
opposed the building of a
control unit in Illinois, arguing that long-term lockdown
conditions"createmorefrustration, more tension and
more desire to do violence
bypeoplewhowouldn'tnecessarily participate in vio-

lent acts." He described the
US federal penitentiary at
Marion in southern Illinois,
which has been the model
for control units, as "solving
one problem with the creation of a much larger one."
Of course, Gayle
Franzen is not the only person to have spoken out
against control units. Since
the first control unit opened
at Marion in 1972, they have
been the focus of sustained
criticism. The following is a
list of some of the reports
and studies that have condemned the methods of the
Marion model of isolation.
•The report of the Congressional oversight hearing
about USP Marion, includes
testimony from congressional consultants who recommended that a mental
health unit should be created
for the prisoners, to treat the
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"negative health consequences" which may flow
from lockdown confinement, conditions so adverse
that even staff operate under
"combat mentality"; that
80% of the prisoners at
Marion were not even classified as level six prisoners;
and that thelockdown should
not be permitted to endure
indefinitely.
•The 1985 report of the
American Friends Service
Committee observes that
Marion represents choosing
"a course that favors the continual escalation of repression as a means of control,
even though it has never been
demonstrated that repression
brings its desired results."
•The 1987 JohnHoward
Association report concludes
that Marion "is not a normal
maximum security prison on
lockdown status, but rather
firmly established, fully
functioning behavior modification program ... ;" that
"the Marion program seems
to be designed to break the
defiant spirit and behavior
.... through a year or more of
sensory and psychological
deprivation [in which] prisoners are stripped of their
individual identities .. "
•The 1987 report of Amnesty International states that
"[ w]ithin Marion, violations
ofthe [United Nations] Standard Minimum Rules [for
the Treatment of Prisoners]
is common ... There is hardly
a rule in the Standard Minimum Rules that is not in-
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fringed in some way orother.
•The 1990 report of the
National Interreligious Task
Force on Criminal Justice
concludes that"[ t]heabsence
of balance in the procedures
at Marion prison, where security measures override the
individual need for human

contact, spiritual fulfillment,
and fellowship, becomes an
excuse for the constant show
of sheer force. The conditions of Marion prison . . .
constitute, in our estimation,
psychological pain and
agony tantamount to torture."
•The 1990 report of the
United Sates House ofRepresentativeSubcommitteeon
Courts, Intellectual Property

.
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and the Administration of of last year, concludes that
Justice expresses "concern "the most troubling aspect
[. . . ] about the amount of of the human rights situation
time inmates spend in their in United States prisons
cells in relative isolation and could
be
labeled
the limited opportunity for 'Marionization,' " and "deproductive and recreational plores the fact that 36 states
activity that is available in have followed the example
the highly controlled envi- of the maximum security
prison in Marion, Illinois, to
create super maximum security institutions. "The Human Rights Watch report
concludes
that
Marionization "leads to numerous human rights abuses
and frequent violations of
the UnitedNations Standard
Minimum Rules for the
Treatment of Prisoners."
It is not only human
rights group that have resisted control units. As
Gayle Franzen's example
shows, officials within the
criminal justice system itself have spoke to the futility ofexpecting control units
to reduce violence. Judge
Fanner, commenting on a
suit broughtagainstthecontrol unit called the Disciplinary Segregation Unit
(DSU) in Oregon State Penironment" and the need to tentiary by a prisoner who
"continue to develop a more had not been outside for six
humane approach to the in- months, said:
carceration of the maximum
"From society's longsecurity prison population," term perspective, there are
particularly in light of sound reasons for prohibitMarion's function as a model ing cruel and unusual punfor prisons in the United ishment. People who are
S rates and in other countries. abused and treated with vio•The 1991 Human lence are those most likely to
Rights Watch report, Prison treat others abusively and
Conditions in the United violently. [UndertheOregon
States issued in November
See next page
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corrections system, many
DSU inmates will be on the
streets. Confining people
under conditions of extreme
violence, fear and hostility,
and releasing them into society is like throwing a ticking
time oomb into a crowd."]
don't know aoout his last bit.
Understandably, the
most committed opposition
to control units has come from
the prisoners themselves,
who have demonstrated that
they will resist the abuses
inherent in control unit operations. Civil rights petitions, class action and other
suits have repeatedly been
filed against conditions at
Marion and at state control
units such as the Security
Housing Unit (SHU) at Pelican Bay in California, the
Maximum Control Complex
(MCC) at Westville in Indiana and at Southport in New
York. One can be sure that
were a control unit to be built
in Illinois, the courts would
be flooded with costly suits
challenging its conditions.
We in CEML agree with
the analyses cited aoove of
the inhumanity of control
units and believe that they
are to be opposed on those
grounds alone. However, we
are just as concerned aoout
the repressive function of
control uni ts within the prison
system. As shocking as the
statistics on the racist nature
of imprisonment are, they are
surpassed when one examines who is incarcerated in
control units. The vast ma-
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jority of the prisoners in
Marion, Westville MCC,
Southport and Ionia "Super
Max" in Michigan, for example, are Black.
Throughout the history
of the control unit at Marion,
it has been used to try to
isolate, punish and demoralize prisoners who challenge
brutality in the prison systern. In fact, the opening of
the first control unit at Marion
in 1972 was in order to break
a prisoner work stoppage that
was taking place to protest a
guard's beating of a Mexican
prisoner. The latest such incident occurred in July of this
year (1992) when prisoners
at Lewisburg Federal Penitentiary held a work stoppage as the culmination of
two years of peaceful protests against oppressive work
conditions. To end the strike,
twenty-two prisoners who
were perceived to be the leaders were transferred to
Marion. In the aftermath of a
rebellion at Southport in May
1991, in which prisoners'
main demands were to be
able to tell reporters about the
brutalconditionsoftheirconfinement, control units came
under a lot of criticism. Robert Gangi of the Correctional
Association of New York said
that his concern was thatprisoners would be sent to control units mere! y because they
were outspoken about grievances.
In summary, we urge you
to reconsider your planned
recommendations for an Illi-

nois state control unit for the
following reasons.
•Control Units are inhumane. Existing control units
violate the United Nations'
Standard Minimum Rules
for the Treatment of Prisoners.
•Control Units do not
control violence, but instead
cause frustration, rage and
mental deterioration in prisons.
•Control Units are used
by prison officials to silence
and suppress prisoners who
constructively challenge the
prison system.
•Illinois has had a record
of opposition to control units
at the highest levels (Franzen
& Lane)
•As at Westville, Pelican Bay and other control
units, prisoners will protest
and challenge control unit
conditions with lengthy legal actions.

Recommendations
One is truly frightened
to ask or wonder for what
purposes it is that The Illinois Task Force on Crime
and Corrections wishes to
incarcerate even more Black
and Hispanic people. And
for what reason you wish to
incarcerate even larger numbers of Black and Hispanic
people in a death delivering
control unit, in a process that
has been documented over
and over again, by national

and international human
rights organizations alike, to
be just such a process.
The proposals and formulations presented in the
Interim Report can only be
viewed as a frontal attack on
Black and Hispanic people
in the state of Illinois. Not
one word is mentioned in the
reportabouttheneedforjobs,
for schools, for food, for an
enfranchised existence. All
that is recommended is more
prisons. In fact, in one of the
great moments of your report, you note that bad
schooling is related to being
put in prison and then one of
your three proposals is to
turn a school in virtually allBlack East St. Louis into still
another prison!
The topics that are being
deliberated by the task force
are being presented in racist
terms, clothed in racist formulations, never allowing
the truth to emerge. We in
the Committee to End the
Marion Lockdown believe
that this Task Force, and its
proposals, are literally a
matter of life and death for Black and Hispanic
people, and for people of
good faith and values in the
state. Prisons don'trehabilitate and they don't prevent
crime. All they do is destroy
the human beings they cage
- and in Illinois this means
mostly Black and Hispanic
people.

See Page 8
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Commission Releases Report:
''The HIV/AIDS Epidemic in Puerto Rico'~
SAN JUAN-The National Commission on AIDS
released its report on the
HIV/ AIDS epidemic in
Puerto Rico that includes
calls for raising the cap on
Medicaid, an ti-discrimination measures, better access
to clinical trials, and much
greater efforts in drug use
and HIV prevention, including bleach distribution and
needle exchange.
A major theme of the
report is the need for a greater
"partnership" between the
federal government and the
colonial government. Specifically, the Commission
calls upon the Department
of Health and Human Services to collaborate with the
colonial government on a
comprehensive study of the
overall health status and services of people living in
Puerto Rico. As important,
expansion of prevention efforts is critical now, targeted
to groups at high risk including drugs users, women,adolescents, prison inmates and
men who have sex with
men.

site visits to 12 locations
throughout the island, as well
as testimony and subsequent
consultations with dozens of
Puerto Rican involved in
health care at governmental
and non governmental organizations, and people living
with AIDS or HIV infection. While U.S . citizenship
is imposed on its 3.5 residents are e not included in
many federal government
AIDS efforts, because of the
colonial relationship that
exits between Puerto Rico
and the United States. The
Commission's report today
to Congress recommends a
major enhancement of federal AIDS policy towards
Puerto Rico, where AIDS is
the leading cause of death
for men aged 25 to 44, and
women aged 25 to 34.
"The Commission 's report and the recommendations therein now belong to
the people of Puerto Rico,
who contributed so much to
its production," said Eunice
Diaz, a member of the National Commission on AIDS
and a native of Puerto Rico.

The Chairman of the
These recommendations
and others are the results of National Commission, June
two days of hearings by the E . Osborn, M.D ., said ,
Commission in Puerto Rico, "While AIDS is overwhelm-

ing Puerto Rico, the colonial
relationship to the U.S. mainland has presented 'special
challenges and frustrations'
to the federal policy development.
"In its report, the Commission has identified common themes that submit to
recommendations based on
collective national experiences as they apply to Puerto
Rico, but also those distinctive problems arising from
cultural and/or governmental features that require special remedies," Dr. Osborn
added.
Amongthe Commission's recommendations:
• Raise the Medicaid cap,
currently set at $79 million.
While the annual incidence
of AIDS cases in Puerto Rico
in 1991 was second highest
when compared to the U.S.
(50.9 per 100, 000 population), it ranks 55th among
the 57 states and territories
in the total funding per reported case.
The majority of HIV infected people in Puerto Rico
are impoverished and dependent on government health
care services, such as Medicaid. Were Zidovudine
(AZT) available for all who

need it, it is estimated that
the cost alone of this primary
drug treatment for HIV infection would be $60 million a year. If Puerto Rico
operated under the same tax
and funding formulas as the
50 states, it would have received more than $400 million last year in matching
Medicaid funds.
• The federal government as well as Puerto Rican
governmental and non governmental organizations
should coordinate a strong
response to the "twin epidemics of substance use and
HIV."
Seventy-four percent of
AIDS cases in Puerto Rico
are directly linked to injectiondruguse. Thereportsays
this is "a dynamic that has
been nourished by the social
and economic deprivation of
those caught in this human
tragedy."
While the colonial government, as well as some
private organizations, have
responded with various programs to expand access to
drug treatment, the need remains enormous for programs like needle exchange,
bleach distribution to injection drug users, according to
the report.
see page 11
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MIDWEST COLLOQUIUM
ONTHE
PUERTO RICAN
POLITICAL PRISONERS
AND THEIR STRUGGLE
FOR INDEPENDENCE
February 5-6, 1993
University of Illinois at Champaign
This conference will raise the consciousness of
people on the presence of Puerto Rican political prisoners and prisoners of war and of the colonial situation
that exists in Puerto Rico today . This information will be
directed through family members as well as ex-political
prisoners, lav\'J'ers and prisoners of war and their
friends who have experienced the atrocities and the
injustices attributed to the incarceration of their loved
ones.

All of the presentations will be geared towards the
campaign to release all of the Puerto Rican political
prisoners and prisoners of war. The purpose of this
approach is to mobilize people and put pressure on the
U.S. federal government to address the question of the
colonial status of Puerto Ricans within the U.S. and on
the island. Efforts will also be put towards a commitment to assure that the prisoners' basic human rights
wi 11 not be violated in the process of their incarceration.

Issues of the legality of their imprisonments and
their human conditions will be discussed . There is the
possibi ilty of having a phone conference with one of
the prisoners. Also included in assisting in the understanding of the situation of the Puerto Rican political
prisoners and prisoners of war, a video presentation on
the conditions of the historical preamble of Puerto Rico
will be shown.

The conference will be directed to people interested in the issues and those alien to the situation . It will
be educational and at the same time it will have a call
to action on the part of all the people present to end the
prisoners' inhumane conditions and to begin to educate others on these issues.
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We in CEML call upon
the people of good will on
the task force to fully and
forcefully disavow recommendations 1 and 2 in the
Interim Report. We call on
you to force into testimony
all the vital information that
would help reveal the truth
of the situation, including
receiving more testimony
from relevant sources. If
they will not hear you, you
should resign and write a
dissenting report. As the
matter stands now, The
Task Force is proposing a
slave-ship non-solution to
the terrible problems of
crime and disintegration of
Black and Hispanic communities. Now, 29 names
are signees to this 20th century version of the slave
ship.
In specific, we make
the following recommendations for the Task Force:
1. Repudiate recommendations 1 and 2 from
the Interim Report;
2. R~ject all notions of
constructing a control unit
prison in Illinois;
3. Forcefully present the
racial and ethnic dimensions of imprisonment in
Illinois;
4.Forcefullypresentthe
fact, repeated over and over
again by authority after authority, that imprisonment
is ineffective in deterring
cnme;
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5. Present the information that shows the effectiveness, withrespecttocost
and crime, of alternatives
to incarceration;
6. To understand these
matters better, accept testimony, both oral and written, from at least the following: a) prisoners who
are now incarcerated in state
and federal control units.
We would be happy to provide you with names; b)
Marc Mauer, Associate Director of The Sentencing
Project, the leading national
expert on alternatives to incarceration. We have spoken to him and he is willing
to testify to the Task Force.
Literature describing the
Sentencing Project is attached to this report. c) Jan
Susler, an attorney who has
represented many prisoners in Marion and other control unit prisons and who
has agreed to testify; d)
Erica Thompson, an attorney and member of CEML,
who is currently representing prisoners in MCCWestville, the control unit
prison of Indiana, and who
is willing to testify.
We know that you are
busy people, and that you
are rushing to meet a deadline. However, we believe
that the evidence we have
presented here, in this brief
fashion, should be compelling enough to persuade you
to obtain more information.

SOLA

''If art of social/political content has any
precise meaning, it is contained within the definition of its purpose and role in realizing, reflecting, supporting and becoming part of the aspirations, needs and movements of oppressed
people.

"

Credit:Freedom Within
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Puerto Rican Patriot

Eugenio Maria de Hostos
anuary 11, marks the birth of Puerto Rico's
greatest educator, Eugenio Maria de Hostos. As
a Puerto Rican independentist he would become
internationally heralded as a man of letters, philosopher sociologist, engineer, and above all for his pedagogical work across Latin America which would acclaim
Hostos as "Citizen of the Americas."
Born near Mayaguez, Hostos was sent to Spain at an
early age studying at a secondary school in Bilbao and at the
University of Spain. Disillusioned by the unwillingness of
the Spanish Cortes to grant autonomy to Puerto Rico and
Cuba, and inspired by the 1868 Lares rebellion in Puerto
Rico, Hostos gave up his autonomous stand for independence. In 1868, he left Spain for New York where he
associated himself with the Cuban revolutionary junta
there. The following year he embarked upon a long tour of
South America to promote the cause of the Antillean
independence. In 187 5, he was in Puerto Plata, Dominican
Republic where he briefly published a periodical called Las
Tres Antillas, advocating the creation of a confederation
composing of Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Dominican
Republic.
During Hostos nine year stay in that country (1879 1888), he brought great changes in its educational system.
He founded its first Normal school, helped reorganize
public instruction by using modem pedagogical methods
and introduced scientific and experimental techniques into
the curriculum. Moreover he helped exposed all of Dominican society to the intellectual currents of the outside
world, from which it has long been isolated.
Difficulties with the government of the Dominican
dictator Ulises, led Hostos to accept the invitation of the
Chilean government to undertake a program of educational
work. He remained in Chile from 1889 to 1898, serving as
a reactor of the Liceo Luis Amonatequi in Santiago and as

(See page 11)

10

QUE

ON DEE

SOL A

"A TIGHT TOUCH"
Proud Puerto Ricans playing
Inside the crevice
Deeply hidden in basement land
Inside an abandoned building
The scratching rhythm of dice
Percussion like two little bongos
In a fast mambo.
Surprisingly strongly seeking
Quivering inside this tiny ray
Of sun struggling to sneak in.
Lively longing love
The echo of the scent attracted
A new freedom which said,
"We are beautiful anywhere, you dig?"

By Myrta Reyes
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Hostos ...
professor of Constitutional Law at the University of Chile.
Despite his long absence from the Caribbean area
(Hostos also brought his expertise to Argentina and Peru),
Hostos's concern for the political future of Cuba and his
native Puerto Rico had not waned. Moved by the outbreak
of revolution in Cuba and by the likelihocxi ofU ntied States
intervention, he left to New York from Chile in April 1898.
By the time he reached New York the U.S. had gone to war
against Spain. The United States military occupation of
Puerto Rico forced Hostos to return, to established a Puerto
Rican resistance called La Liga de Patriotas Puertorriqueiios. Hostos was forced into exile by U.S. interventions to the Dominican Republic where he remained until
death.
Hostos was a prolific writer and twenty volume Obras
Comp/etas was published by the Colonial Government in
1939. Among his best known works a critical essay on
Hamlet ( 1873) Moral Society ( 1888) in which he set forth
a moral code for the individual in society; and Tratado de
Sociologia (1904) which based partly on his lectures on
sociology at the Normal school in Santiago.

II

SOLA

AIDS/HIV ...
• Major efforts must be made to identify and address the
impact of the HIV epidemic on the 2.7 million Puerto
Ricans who live on the mainland in cities such as New
York, Boston, Hartford, Miami and elsewhere.
The HIV related issues raised by the extensive "air
bridge" migration between Puerto Rico and the mainland
are just beginning to be addressed by agreements such as
that announced earlier this month between New York City
and San Juan to identify and coordinate AIDS services
available in both cities, including case management.
• The federal, commonwealth, and municipal governments, as well as the private sector, should cooperate to
expand clinical research, as well as access to experimental
therapies.
Access to experimental treatments is an essential component of health care services for the HIV infected people
in Puerto Rico, many of whom are otherwise too poor to
afford many treatment options. Few clinical trials are
conducted in Puerto Rico.
• The federal and colonial governments must cooperate
on programs to combat the high levels of stigmatization and
discrimination faced by HIV-infected
people seeking housing, health care and
employment.
The Commission feels that special
efforts should be made to educate the
i1·
community about the provisions and
1
1
rationale for anti-discrimination laws, including the Americans with Disabilities
Act.
In its conclusion, the Commission's
report "calls for community-based organizations, churches and religious organizations, organized labor, trade associations, professional associations, small
businesses, corporations and others to
join forces in responding to (the AIDS)
crisis."
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Revocation of Spanish Language
Law In Puerto Bieo!
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